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no recent incidents of violence between
the two communities. In a show of
friendship, Ledra Street, which con-
nects Greek and Cypriot Cyprus, was
recently opened for the first time since
1964. Thirteen million Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriots have crossed the border,
each time without incident.

In the House, House Resolution 620,
which I cosponsored, cites these cross-
ings as evidence of the goodwill be-
tween the two communities, and it re-
futes the Turkish claim that a military
presence is necessary.

As we remember the invasion to split
Cyprus in two, it is important to note
that there are concrete efforts under-
way by the heads of the communities
to reunify.

——

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SKELTON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

PASSING ALONG CONCERNS OF
HIGH FUEL PRICES FROM AR-
KANSAS’® THIRD DISTRICT RESI-
DENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this month, I spent an afternoon at JV
Manufacturing in Springdale, Arkan-
sas, listening to hardworking Arkan-
sans talk about how the high price of
gas is affecting their families. I prom-
ised them that I would bring their sto-
ries back to Washington and that I
would put pressure on Congress to
enact a commonsense energy policy
that would help lower what they’re
forced to pay at the pump.

Arkansans are paying an average of
$4 per gallon, and many families in my
district are having a hard time just
making ends meet at all as all of their
disposable income is going straight
into the gas tank. Now is the time for
this Congress to act. Let me mention a
couple of stories that I heard, and then
let me urge a few actions that we could
take that would have immediate relief.

I met a single mom who is working
full time at a good-paying job, but she
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is still having trouble meeting the
needs of her kids and filling up the gas
tank.

I met a family who bought a Jeep,
who planned to use it for recreation,
but now they can barely afford the ex-
pense of driving back and forth from
work.

One woman told me about her hus-
band, who is an independent owner and
operator of a diesel truck, who has al-
ready spent as much on diesel in the
first half of 2008 as he had spent all last
year.

So what should Congress do? First,
we need to increase the production of
American energy through more energy
exploration and production here at
home. Congress needs to open up a
small sliver of ANWR in Alaska and in
the Outer Continental Shelf for energy
exploration. Congress needs to encour-
age the construction of new refineries
and of more nuclear power plants. They
need to promote efficiency and new
sources of American renewable energy.

Each of these would reduce pain at
the pump. It’s very important to un-
derstand that gas prices and other
types of energy prices are related to
each other. For example, if we want to
start using more plug-in hybrids, we’re
going to have to increase our elec-
tricity production to charge up these
electric cars. That’s why it’s so impor-
tant to support nuclear, clean coal and
alternative energy sources.

Also, if this Congress will take these
steps, it will send an immediate signal
to speculators and to other investors
that we are serious about increasing
production, and costs will come down
in the short term as well as in the long
term. We saw this when the President
lifted the executive order banning off-
shore drilling.

Congress has waited too long to help
provide relief to Arkansans and to the
rest of the American people. We must
act now and pass sensible legislation so
that residents of the Third District of
Arkansas don’t have to choose between
keeping gas in their cars and meeting
the needs of their families.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE 34TH COMMEMORATION OF
THE TURKISH INVASION OF CY-
PRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. SPACE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPACE. Mr. Speaker, 34 years
ago, on July 20, 1974, Turkish troops il-
legally invaded Cyprus in violation of
international law. Thirty-four years
have passed since 200,000 Greek Cyp-
riots were expelled from their homes
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and 5,000 Greek Cypriots were mur-
dered. More than 1,400 still remain
missing today. Thirty-four years later,
Turkish troops continue to occupy
nearly 37 percent of Cypriot territory.
There are approximately 43,000 Turkish
troops on Cyprus. That’s about one
Turkish soldier for every two Turkish
Cypriots.

The situation remains untenable
after 34 years with Greek Cypriots
whose homes were taken—the homes
where they were raised, where their
children were raised, where their par-
ents and grandparents were raised, and
where they were never compensated for
these homes.

The desecration of the Greek Ortho-
dox churches remains ongoing, many
now serving as bars, nightclubs, casi-
nos or hotels. Icons, artifacts and
frescoes have been destroyed, looted,
vandalized, and sold illegally. Here we
are 34 years later, and the situation re-
mains, once again, untenable.

In spite of all of this, the Greek Cyp-
riots have continued to promote peace
for 34 years. The Cypriot President is
committed to working toward a
bicommunal and bizonal federation
with a single sovereignty citizenship
and international standing.

Indeed, Turkish Cypriots have shown
a like commitment. Turkey, however,
must show a commitment to this same
solution. At a time of increased global
destabilization, it is in the best inter-
est of the international community to
see that this problem of Cyprus, the in-
justice in Cyprus, is rectified.

A resolution of this ongoing injustice
would, indeed, constitute a reflection
of respect for human rights, of the rule
of law, of peace and prosperity, of all of
these things, which are values that we
in this country cherish.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
recognize the importance of this injus-
tice and the need to rectify the same,
and I urge the Turkish people to do the
same. It is my hope that the need to
recognize the anniversary of the inva-
sion, which we do yet again for the 34th
time, is someday replaced with a cause
to recognize the agreement and reunifi-
cation of Cyprus.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
S. 294, PASSENGER RAIL INVEST-
MENT AND IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on S. 294:

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of the Senate bill and the House
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Mr. OBERSTAR,
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Messrs.
CUMMINGS, CAPUANO, BISHOP of New
York, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Messrs. LIPIN-
SKI, BRALEY of Iowa, ARCURI, MICA,
PETRI, LATOURETTE, BROWN of South
Carolina, SHUSTER, MARIO DIAZ-BALART
of Florida, and WESTMORELAND.
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